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Montana History Trip

By Pleasant Valley School

In late May, our class embarked on our Montana History Field Trip. We
began our three day journey at the Conoco gas station in Kalispell, before
starting a three hour drive to Deer Lodge for our first destination; the Old
Montana State Prison. Here, we learned about the daily lives of prisoners and
how it changed over time. Some things they got to do were activities such as
arts and crafts, baseball, and boxing. We also learned about the boundaries in
the prison yard, where if you crossed that line, you would get shot. If you were
a threat-to-the-prison-society prisoner, you would be isolated in a solitary cell
called The Hole. The Hole is a dark and scary place, with just a tiny hole for
light to peck through. Prisoners were only allowed to stay in The Hole for ten
days. After those ten days, a doctor would come and evaluate them. If they
were medically cleared, they got to go back in The Hole. We learned that we do
not want to go to prison.

The next destination was the most popular by our class; Bannack. Thanks to
the AmeriCorps park ranger stationed at the park, our class got to experience a
magnificent tour of the ghost town. We learned that Bannack was the first
territorial capitol. Today it sits in ruin as a ghost town. The tirst building we
saw was the Governor’s Mansion, which really was just a small shack in the
middle of nowhere. We were able to explore the old buildings of Bannack. One
of the houses had old dolls in it. The hotel was originally the courthouse until
the capitol was moved to Virginia City in 1865, and the courthouse was left
abandoned and unused. Later on, it was sold for about $1,250, only a small
fraction of what it cost to build. It was converted into Hotel Meade. We then
headed over to the old school, where we learned about the teacher’s jobs. Most
of the students went on the old, wooden merry-go-round. We then continued
to explore the town and hiked up to the old cemetery. To finish our Bannack
adventure, we learned about and practiced gold panning. The miners back in
the day first thought they were finding rubies when they saw deep red gems in
the sand, but they were actually garnets. Some of us supposedly found small
gold flakes. Gold panning was by far the most popular activity throughout the
entire field trip.
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