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PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL District 27 
7975 Pleasant Valley Rd, Marion, MT  59925 

www.pvsmt.org 

School Board Business Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by Board Chair Ryan Wade. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Ryan Wade, Board Chair; Ray Anderson, Vice Chair; Richelle Sheets, Lead Teacher; and Lori Sheets, District 
Clerk/Business Manager.  Trustee Max Edington, Will Hiatt, and Jinnifer Mariman joined via Google Meet. 

AGENDA: 
Ryan Wade moved to approve the agenda and Ray seconded the motion.  Board voted all in favor. 

MINUTES: 
Ryan moved to approve the minutes of the Regular March Meeting.  Ray seconded the motion and the Board 
voted all in favor. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Will Hiatt, Board Trustee High School District 1, and Jinnifer Mariman spoke during public comment.  They 
informed those present about the upcoming high school levy. 

CLERK’S REPORT/WARRANT APPROVAL: 
Lori presented the FY26 Preliminary Budget Data Sheet updated with the inflationary increase of 3%.  She 
noted that the Stars act quality educator increases if the act passes could bring an additional $7566 bringing 
the possible budget without a vote to $129,969. 
Lori shared that the financial review has begun.  She has uploaded the documents requested to the auditor. 
Lori reviewed the warrant report explaining expenses and gave the Board the Budget vs Actual report noting 
70% committed.  Ryan moved to approve the April warrant report and Max seconded.  The Board voted all in 
favor.   

TEACHER’S REPORT: 
Richelle briefed the Board on the following: 
End of second trimester testing showed that our students have been working hard and making great gains with 
our new curriculum. 
MAST Update: Window 3 has started and will conclude May 2. This is the final testing window for all standards 
that have not been tested during the prior two windows. 

New Student Round-Up Update: No one attended round-up day. 

End of Year Field Trip: Date is June 6th. Calendar change from Friday school day on May 30th to June 6th. 

End of the Year Event: The students will participate in their spring music program followed by awards and 
kindergarten graduation. Then we will serve cake and ice cream. The date will be Thursday, June 12th at 6 pm. 

A listing of upcoming events was provided. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Trustees Election: Election cancelled April 4th.  Number of Declaration of Intent and Oath of Candidacy forms 
filed were equal to the positions open.  Ryan Wade is elected by acclamation. Ryan was congratulated. 
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Permissive Levy: Published the notice of Resolution of Intent to Impose an Increase/Decrease in Levies. It ran 
in the Daily Inter Lake on March 19, 2025. 

Teacher’s Contract SY 2025-26 Update:  Contract accepted and signed by all parties. 

School Calendar 2025-2026:  Trustees considered the proposed calendars for adoption.  After discussion of 
whether to have school on President’s Day or not, Ryan moved to adopt the version with school attendance on 
President’s Day.  Max seconded the motion and the Board voted all in favor. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Fortinet Firewall Renewal:  Trustees considered the Fortinet firewall 1-year renewal. Ryan moved that we 
renew the Fortinet Firewall for 1 year.  Ray seconded and the Board voted all in favor. 

Montana Small Schools Alliance:  Trustees considered renewing the MSSA programs agreements for the SY 
2025-26.  Ryan moved to approve the renewal of MSSA without the National Rural Education Assn. 
Membership.  Max seconded the motion and the Board voted all in favor. 

MASBO Membership Renewal for FY26:  Trustees considered renewing.  Ryan moved to renew the MASBO 
membership.  Ray seconded the motion and the Board voted all in favor. 

MTSBA Membership Renewal for FY26:  Trustees considered renewing.  Ryan moved to renew with MTSBA for 
the FY 26.  Max seconded and the Board voted all in favor. 

MTSBA Policy Maintenance Services Membership Renewal for FY26:  Trustees considered renewing.  Ryan 
moved to renew.  Ray seconded and the Board voted all in favor. 

Policy 5505 Teacher Base Pay & Incentive Funding:  Trustees considered Policy 5505 for possible adoption.  
Ryan moved to adopt Policy 5505.  Max seconded the motion and the Board voted all in favor. 

Business Manager Contract for 2025-26: Trustees considered the job description for business manager and the 
proposed contract retaining Lori Sheets as business manager/district clerk.  Ryan moved to offer the contract 
as written.  Ray seconded the motion and the Board voted all in favor.  The contract will be presented to Mrs. 
Sheets for her consideration. 

Consideration of two part-time aide positions:  Trustees discussed dividing the teacher’s aide position into two 
part-time positions.  The consensus was that there should continue to be a full-time aide and add a 2nd aide 
position to assist with special areas like art, music, or PE.  Discussion will continue at the May meeting.   

Teacher’s Aide Contract for 2025-26:  Trustees considered the proposed contract for the teacher’s aide 
position for SY 2025-26.  Ryan moved to offer the contract as written to Deana.  Max seconded the motion and 
the Board voted all in favor.  The contract will be presented to Mrs. Presley for her consideration. 

School car maintenance:  Trustees discussed car maintenance and considered where to have services 
performed.  The trustees would like service to be performed by a business but it does not need to be at the car 
dealership.  Ray suggested checking with Tire Rama for their charge on the transmission flush that is needed. 

MAINTENANCE & SAFETY:  
Hired Kyle Presley for Groundskeeper/lawn maintenance. 
Playground wood shavings are needed. The Sheets’ can bring out a truck load from Kalispell. 
Swing Set Safety Inspection:  Ryan and Ray will look at the swings after the meeting. 
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Select Spring Work Day and create project list: May 3rd from 9:30 – Noon was set for the work day.  Tasks 
include: looking underneath the mobile home to see what is causing level issues, stump removal, satellite dish 
pole removal, split firewood, patch gym roof, look at the gym windows and see what repairs or replacement is 
needed, sand and stain the wooden play structure.  Need to contact an arborist about tree removal.  

INFORMATION & CORRESPONDENCE: 
School Safety Compliance Newsletter, April 2025, emailed to trustees
Organizational Meeting Date & May Regular Meeting Date: The Organizational and May Regular Business 
Meetings will be held on Wednesday, May 14, 2024 at 5:45 pm at Pleasant Valley School. 
(These two meetings can be held back-to-back on the same day in May.) 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Ryan adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  

Respectfully, 

Lori Sheets, District Clerk Ryan Wade, Board Chair:________________________ 

Approved as submitted:  5/14/25  Approved as corrected: 
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